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ASpy
~ For a Spy

ERE, once again, in the
first story (the account of Abel's .
trial) is American justice at its |
finest. The Soviet Government |
had repudiated the man called

Abel—whose true name and

[

Case of Colonel Abel. By James B] fair trial, and the Brooklyn Bar

Do;ovan. 432 pp. New York
Atheneum, $6.95. .
T T van, an eminent advocate to

O~
‘tain. On that date, between Eas| e
and West, two men passed in 'ucesdcurtazcay itoheq’upib!belb:ahmli ohnlgluosur-

‘telligence. One was Col. Rudolph

‘West' Berlin. Their fates had ;

. Donovan has presented, en-

" Jim Donovan 'is a professional,
‘ not only in the law, but also
in intelligence. My scruples
‘disappeared, however, when I

.

. By—riek=t

'§'HE cvents of Saturday, Feb)
10, 1962, were unique in thq i 4 411 Certainly they must have

strange history of the Iron Cur ‘ been amazed at our legal pr

[+ .

identity is not known—but our f ’* ‘Rudolf,’
judicial system assured him a  him directly in the face, ‘if all

Association secured, in Dono- " have to shoot you myself. Don't

'
! der what Moscow thought about '

heavy against my sides with
perspiration. I was emotionally
drained, and now he had the
gall to tell me, *‘Not bad.” This
cool professional’s self-control
was too much for me just then.
I said, looking

my work is successful, I may

forget, I stil] am a commander

“He puffed once, exhaled
and then said quietly, ‘You
know, I think you would.’ L

“The tension was broken. He .

opposite directions, each a rep- |

resentative of the craft of in- | selves about the way we ob-

tained evidence of a spy’'s guilt. .

Abel, an illegal Soviet resident | Each of the two storles Don- ;

.agent in the United States. The } ovan tells, the trial and the:"

other was Francis Gary Powers, ;| exchange, has a fairy-tale type
the U-2 pilot. Neither had ever l of ending with virtue triumph-
seen the other before that cold | jng. In the first story, he

_gray morning on the Glienicker | emerges as a hero, although

Bridge separating East and ' pe presents his role modestly
and objectively, in a trial which |
most- of his friends told him
might end his legal career. ’
" And he so emerges because
he fought hard to see that

been’ bound together through
the work of James B. Donovan,
In “Strangers on a Bridge,”

thrallingly, the stories of these |
two .men. When I was first ievery legal defense was pre-
asked to review the book, I hesi- {santed. On the whole, it was
tated. In an official capacity I (¢ .tunate for Donovan that he
had beon involved in both inci- .4 an honorable, though hair-
dents. While I was its director, yne defeat. If the result had

- the Central Intelligence Agency p.an that a Soviet spy was '

had been responsible for turning g0 unpunished because of an -

 up the first clues leading to the ; ;10004 technical error in ob- :

apprehension of Colonel Abel in : taining the evidence, the popu-

| 1957. Needless to say, I was N0 | 1, soaling of. frustration might .

e o e R trong o by el ainst Donovan.
[ Also I was an old friend of | "ave tumed ag

" Donovan’s from the days of !
[ the Office of Strategic Serv-
. ices, when we both were work-
" ing for his distinguished name-

There were points of real .
tension between the lawyer |
..and his client, the highly in-;
{ telligent and crafty Colonel |
sake, Wild Bill Donovan. For i'Abel. Obviously each had a !
' "kind of respect for the other. !
' Donovan recounts how on Nov, .
.15, 1957, just after the strain
¢ of argument prior to the pass- :
read the book. It is a truly re- | ing of the sentence—Abel re-
markable and balanced account ; ceived 30 years imprisonment—

of how its author fulfilled his @ he visited Abel in his cell. As
stewardship as a lawyer and ' Donovan writes, “Abel secmed -
" to have no care in the world.”

roved his worth as a negotiator.
P - S . This dramatic scene follows:

«“That wasn’'t bad,’ he said

‘ finally. ‘What you said up there -

“was quite well done. But you
. are correct in your law points
iand I have only one question.
- When your appeal succeeds and
‘the indictment is dismissed,
.what_happens to me then?

[]

* that the time might come when

oftered me one of his cigarettes
and then we got down to busi- ~
ness . . ."—the business of de-

ciding upon the appeal. :

.E-HE second story follows hard
on to the final disposition of
the Abel case by a 54 decision
of the Supreme Court of the
United States on March 28,
1960. Donovan's plea to the
New York Court on Abel's sen-
tencing strongly recommended
that the death sentence, a possi-
ble punishment, not be imposed.
With rare foresight, he argued

an American would be caught in
Russia and an exchange might
be in the best interests of the
United States.

The force of Donovan's
prophecy was shown later when
Francis Gary Powers and his
U-2 plane came down with a |
thud in May, 1960, deep in So-

! viet territory: After more than '

a hundred days of solitary con-
finement and a certain amount
of “conditioning” for trial,
Powers was given a show trial
and a Soviet stooge to defend
him. The whole proceeding con-
trasted vividly with the Amer-
jcan trial, though Powers's sen-

tence of -}0 years of imprison-

ment and confinement was .
more moderate than the 30
years given to Abel. ’

L Donovan was quick to see
the possibilities in this new '
situation and he presented to
our Government strong argu-
ments for an exchange. I am
myself skeptical about spy
swapping with the Soviets.
They are likely to leave move
exchange material in our hands
than we in theirs. Hence they
may do as they have in the
past: arrest innocent victims

to have ‘a

ready *stable” of -

ued
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